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The Foundation for California Community Colleges Launches a 
Community College Civic Impact Project with Support from NextGen 
Climate America  

SACRAMENTO, Calif.—September 28, 2016— Three out of every 10 Californians ages 18-24 are 
currently enrolled in a community college. This age demographic, which makes up at least 57% of the 
California Community College system’s student population, goes to the polls at significantly lower 
rates than other age demographics.  

A new grant from NextGen Climate America, announced today, aims to engage California 
Community College students in the democratic process at significantly higher rates. The California 
Community Colleges Civic Impact Project, housed at the Foundation for California Community 
Colleges, will support a multi-year, non-partisan effort to register voters and promote civic 
participation at community college campuses across the state. The project seeks to expand and 
amplify existing college efforts to register and engage students in political life.  

“We are pleased to incorporate civic participation into the fabric of student life,” said Keetha Mills, 
President and CEO of the Foundation for California Community Colleges. “This effort aims to 
provide colleges enhanced resources and technical support to foster a greater understanding of the 
democratic process and the roles of individuals in a democracy.” 

"The future of our democracy depends on the next generation of voters, and that means we need to 
encourage young people to get involved," said NextGen Climate America President Tom Steyer. 
"We’re partnering with the Foundation for California Community Colleges to ensure the 2.1 million 
students enrolled in community colleges across our state are registered to vote and understand the 
importance of their voice in the democratic process." 

During the first phase of the project, student volunteers will be equipped with the knowledge and 
non-partisan tools to register voters and educate their peers on the voting process on up to 25 
California Community Colleges throughout the state. Activities will include non-partisan student-
driven voter registration and events on campuses designed to engage students in the political process.   

In the spring of 2017 students will be invited to participate in the California Community Colleges 
Civic Engagement Scholars Program. The scholars will provide input on civic engagement projects in 
their communities. The program will set the stage for deepened student learning activities and 
sustainable infrastructure for high-quality civic engagement programs across California Community 
Colleges. 



 

To learn more about the campaign, visit: www.civicimpactproject.org  

 

##### 

The Foundation for California Community Colleges is the official foundation to the California Community 
Colleges’ Board of Governors, Chancellor, and System Office. The Foundation’s mission is to benefit, support, 
and enhance the missions of the California Community College system, the largest higher education system in 
the nation.  Incorporated in 1998, the Foundation works with Community Colleges and partner organizations 
to manage donations, grants, programs, and services that drive excellence in education while saving millions of 
dollars for colleges each year.  The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt non-profit corporation and receives 

no direct state or public support. For more information, visit www.foundationccc.org.  

 

NextGen Climate America is a non-partisan, non-profit organization dedicated to creating a level playing field 
so that low-carbon advanced energy solutions can fairly compete with entrenched fossil fuel interests. For more 

information, visit www.nextgenamerica.org. 
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