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We can help.

Questions?
Smog Check

Se habla Español

Find a Referee at AsktheRef.org.

What is a Smog Check?
Smog Checks are designed to measure the amount
and type of pollutants your vehicle is emitting.
A Smog Check may include any of the following tests:

1. Visual inspection of emission control
components and systems

2. Functional inspection of the vehicle’s check engine
light, ignition timing, exhaust gas recirculation system,
fuel evaporative system, and gas cap

3. Functional inspection of the vehicle’s On-Board
Diagnostic (OBD) system

4. Tailpipe emissions inspection

Toll-free call center
1-800-622-7733

You will need the following information
when scheduling your appointment: 

License Plate Number and/or Vehicle 
Identification Number (VIN)

Specific reason(s) you are seeking
a Referee inspection

Vehicle Inspection Report from your most 
recent Smog Check

Information about an emission-related ticket, 
including cited Vehicle Code section(s)

DMV issued sequence number for specially 
constructed vehicle inspections

Additional documentation, such as repair or 
aftermarket part receipts

Need a Referee?
Call our toll-free number and make an 
appointment at a location near you.

Se habla Español



Obtain a repair cost waiver

Ask about a failed smog test

Repairing your vehicle in time to renew
registration can be costly. Find out if
you are eligible for a waiver that allows
you additional time to complete repairs.

If you have concerns about the results of your 
smog test and would like a third party evaluation, 
make an appointment with the Referee. 

Get help finding a part 

Inspect a specialty vehicle

Sometimes, the emission control part required 
to repair a vehicle can be hard to find. Give us a 
call and we can assist in tracking down the part.

Some vehicles require special smog services. 
Referees can inspect specially constructed 
vehicles, kit cars, vehicles with engine changes, 
modified vehicles, and other vehicles with 
unusual operating characteristics or designs. 

Resolve a citation
A Referee can inspect your vehicle and provide 
guidance for bringing it into compliance if you 
have received a ticket for modified emission 
controls or excessive exhaust noise.

How can we help?
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Smog Check
Assistance
for California
Motorists

Why does it matter?

The Smog Check Program is a critical part of California’s clean air strategy. The smog released 
by vehicles contains pollutants that react chemically in the presence of sunlight. These 
pollutants can irritate the respiratory system, reduce lung function, aggravate asthma, and 
damage the lining of the lungs. Taking care of any issues identified during your vehicle’s 
Smog Check will help improve air quality throughout the state. 

Referee facilities are conveniently located at various community colleges throughout California. 

Clearing up smog. Smog Check Referees have the expertise and equipment 
necessary to resolve special Smog Check situations, helping motorists obtain their 
Smog Check certificates—and improving air quality for all Californians.


