
 

Student Technician Training Program (STTP) 
 

JOB DESCRIPTION 
 
Category: Part-Time Temporary Training Position 
Supervisor: Site Referee 
Last Updated: November 2019 
 
Join a highly creative, collaborative, and multi-faceted team working together to benefit, support, and enhance 
the California Community Colleges—the largest and most diverse system of higher education in the nation. 
Incorporated in 1998, the Foundation for California Community Colleges (Foundation) is the official non-
profit serving the California Community Colleges’ (CCC) system, Board of Governors, and the statewide 
Chancellor’s Office.  

The Foundation is the trusted partner of the California Community Colleges— facilitating collaboration, 
accelerating innovation, and increasing system wide resources.  

The Foundation’s equity programs provide quality resources, educational programs, and training for 
Community Colleges and the students that they serve, especially those who have been historically 
underrepresented. We are committed to enhancing existing services that assist students who face barriers to 
pursuing their academic goals, launching careers, maintaining wellness, and becoming active citizens in local 
communities.  

Job Purpose: 
The Foundation for California Community Colleges (FCCC) Smog Check Referee Program supports the 
training of hundreds of future smog technicians through the Student Technician Training Program (STTP). 
The STTP is a comprehensive 240 hour training program (240 max. Periodically, shorter term programs may 
be available), which employs extensive hands-on exercises designed to aid in the preparation of automotive 
students focused on becoming professional smog technicians. 
 
Because students train alongside the Referee in a “real-world” environment with live vehicles, the STTP 
reinforces the core skills needed to become a successful smog technician. Additionally, it gives each student 
training in the areas of safety, communication, and administration. This additional training helps to ensure 
students learn the essential skills necessary in order to become a competent, high performing professional 
technician in today’s automotive test and repair industry. 
 
By training alongside the Referee, Student Technicians receive invaluable hands-on experience by performing 
vehicle emissions and other inspections, while assisting California motorists that require Referee services. The 
STTP includes structured training modules covering key competency areas that are essential to becoming a 
successful smog technician. 
 
Student Requirements: 

• The STTP is intended for only the most determined students’ that are committed to becoming 
professional smog technicians. Students who at any time fail to maintain the minimum requirements, 
or stray from being committed to being a professional technician (as determined by FCCC), may be 
terminated at any time 

• Must have successfully completed at a minimum, BAR Level 1 Inspector training 
• Must maintain both a cumulative and a semester minimum GPA of 2.0 during their training 



 

• Must carry a minimum of 6 semester units (or equivalent), courses must be in Automotive 
Technology or required courses for a degree or certificate in Automotive Technology 

• Must be focused and committed to becoming a professional smog technician 
• Must provide a letter of recommendation from their automotive instructor 
• A valid CA Driver License is required 
• Must pass drug-screening and background checks  
• Students accepted into the program must register on the CalARC website upon hiring, and complete 

a survey at the end of training.  
 

Technical Training Areas: 
• Complete Inspection / BAR OIS 
• Complete Inspection / Acceleration Simulation Mode 
• Complete Inspection / Two Speed Idle  
• Diesel and Hybrid Inspection 
• BAR 97 and Dynamometer Calibration and Maintenance  
• Emission Control Applications  
• Visual Inspection / Stock Equipment  
• Visual Inspection / Tampered and Aftermarket Parts 
• Functional Inspection / Ignition Timing  
• Functional Inspection / Exhaust Gas Recirculation 
• Functional Inspection / Low Pressure Fuel Evaporative Test  
• Diagnosis / Low Pressure Fuel Evaporative Test Failure  
• Diagnostic Equipment  
• Five Gas Analysis / Lambda Calculator  
• Diagnosis / Emissions Failure 

  
Value Added Skills Training: 

• “Write it Right” Invoicing   
• Customer Service and Communication 
• Safety  
• Records, Admin, Reports 
• Automotive Engine Fundamentals (Review) 
• Air Pollution Fundamentals (Review)  
• Emission Control Systems (Review) 

 
Physical Requirements: 

• Ability to work at a computer workstation for periods up to 1 hour at a time 
• Ability to sit or stand for up to 3 hours without breaks 
• Ability to lift and move a minimum of 40 pounds 
• Ability to work in an outdoor “auto shop” environment with minimal heating or AC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

To Apply: 

Automotive students that meet the above requirements, with a strong desire to become a professional smog 
technician should contact the on-campus Smog Check Referee. Or contact Mark Weidinger, Director of 
Smog Check Referee Operations: mweidinger@foundationccc.org. 

The Foundation for California Community Colleges provides equal employment opportunities (EEO) to all employees and 
applicants for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, 
national origin, age, veteran status, disability or genetics. In addition to federal law requirements, The Foundation for California 
Community Colleges complies with applicable state and local laws governing nondiscrimination in employment.   
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