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The National Science Foundation 
Alliance for Innovation Program
for Businesses

Further Your Research and 
Develop Your Future Workforce
If your small business is receiving National 
Science Foundation (NSF) funding 
for a research project through a Small 
Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 
or Small Business Technology Transfer 
(STTR) phase II grant, you have an 
opportunity to accelerate your project. The 
Foundation for California Community 
Colleges (Foundation) is assisting eligible 
businesses to connect with Community 
Colleges and receive supplemental  
NSF funding.

Small business firms are the largest 
employer of scientists and engineers, and 
rely on a highly trained workforce. Many 
undergraduate students abandon degrees in 
STEM fields due to a lack of opportunities 
to engage in real-world research experiences. 
NSF supplemental funding is designed to 
provide opportunities for both students 
and businesses. Through this program, your 
business will gain access to students capable 

of contributing to your NSF-funded research 
project, while the students will gain valuable 
experience by working on research projects 
that lead to innovative commercial products 
and processes.

Eligibility
Supplemental funding may be awarded 
to Phase II grantees that are able to host a 
Community College research team. Through 
this opportunity, you can progress toward 
your NSF grant goals while providing real-
world experience in scientific research and 
business innovation to the Community 
College research team. Businesses receive 
up to $10,000 and Community College 
research teams receive up to $30,000 to 
support their work. 

How We Can Help
Our match making process helps 
your business identify knowledgeable 
Community College research teams in 
your region. Our network of Community 
College campuses and programs includes 
the well-established California Community 
College Mathematics, Engineering, Science 
Achievement (MESA) Programs, which 
supports traditionally under-represented 
students seeking careers in math and science 
on 33 campuses. By assisting with the match 
making and grant application process, we 
make it easier for businesses to find the right 
opportunity and receive the supplemental 
funding from NSF via the Phase II programs.
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Getting Involved

Visit nsf.foundationccc.org to 
get started.
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P: 916.325.1858

Project Experts

David R. Brown, Ph.D.
Project Expert
E: drb.stem.ed@gmail.com 


