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The National Science Foundation 
Alliance for Innovation Program
for STEM Faculty and Students

Advancing STEM Research and 
Student Opportunity 
The California Community Colleges Alliance 
for Innovation program, administered by 
the Foundation for California Community 
Colleges (Foundation), is assisting faculty  
and student research teams in connecting 
with businesses in their community that are 
engaged in innovative research and want 
to support undergraduate STEM studies. 
California Community College research 
teams have the opportunity to engage in 
hands-on research by connecting with a small 
business working on an NSF-funded project, 
with the chance to receive project funding 
through the Small Business Community 
College Research Teams Supplement (SBIR/
STTR Phase II-CC). 

Funding Opportunity
Community College research teams in STEM 
fields can be a part of innovative research and 
receive up to $30,000 in funding via grants 
awarded to small businesses by the SBIR/

STTR Phase II-CC grant. Through these 
programs, your students can be a critical part 
of helping a business solve challenges that 
arise in their NSF-funded projects, while 
developing their own research skills. 

How We Can Help 
The Foundation’s team has connections 
with eligible businesses and can facilitate 
the matchmaking process, making it easier 
for you to connect with the right types of 
research projects for your students. Our 
grant specialists are ready to assist businesses 
in the grant application process, giving your 
project the best chance at being selected for 
NSF funding. 

Project Background 
Research shows that increasing student 
involvement in STEM fields makes our 
nation more competitive globally and 
merits national priority. However, many 
undergraduate students abandon degrees in 
STEM fields due to the lack of opportunities 
to engage in real-world research experiences 
traditionally reserved for graduate students. 
One way to incorporate more active learning 
approaches in colleges and universities 
is to involve students in real-world 
research experiences in the community. 
NSF supplemental funding via the Phase 
II-CC program is designed to engage 
undergraduate students in innovative 
research, providing opportunities for both 
students and businesses.
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Getting Involved

Visit nsf.foundationccc.org to 
get started.
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