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California Acceleration Project Receives $300,000 Grant from The James Irvine 

Foundation to Close Student Achievement Gaps 

California Community Colleges increasingly adopt redesigned approaches to prepare students to complete college-level English and 

math. 

SACRAMENTO, Calif.—April 20, 2016—Mounting evidence shows that community college students who 

place below college level in English or math can succeed in redesigned pathways increasingly implemented 

across California. A $300,000 grant from The James Irvine Foundation, announced today, will support 

further expansion of evidence-based approaches that increase student completion and narrow racial 

achievement gaps.  

The California Acceleration Project (CAP), founded by Katie Hern and Myra Snell, encourages colleges and 

faculty to adopt high-challenge and high-support English and statistics pathways and adopt placement 

policies that use multiple measures to assess student ability. CAP works to increase the proportion of 

community college students who complete transfer requirements in English and math, an early momentum 

point to degree completion.  

Statewide, just 7 percent of students who are placed three or more levels below college math go on to 

complete a transferable course within three years. Students of color are disproportionately impacted because 

they are more likely to be placed into lower levels of remediation.   

CAP currently works with 61 California Community Colleges to implement proven strategies that accelerate 

student progress. “Three acceleration strategies show gains of not just a few percentage points but double, 

triple, quadruple the student completion,” said Katie Hern, director of CAP. “First, more students begin 

directly in college-level courses because they’re more prepared than we have believed. Second, students can 

receive additional support inside college-level courses instead of being required to do stand-alone 

remediation, and third, multi-level basic skills sequences can be replaced with well-designed and well-taught 

single-semester courses.” 

CAP will use support from The James Irvine Foundation to help the state’s community colleges to transform 

remediation. Two additional faculty members experienced in English and math acceleration will provide 

support to colleges redesigning their developmental English and math curricula. CAP will also expand its 

professional development programs and web-based resources for faculty to support implementation. 

The California Acceleration Project is a fiscally-sponsored project of the Foundation for California 

Community Colleges.  “We are thrilled The James Irvine Foundation is partnering with California 

Community Colleges to implement solutions that can increase student access and success at scale,” said 
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Keetha Mills, president and chief executive officer of the Foundation for California Community Colleges.  

The Foundation provides programs and services designed to benefit students, colleges, college foundations, 

and the system as a whole, helping to improve education opportunities throughout the state. 

For more information on the California Acceleration Project, please visit cap.3csn.org or refer to the 

California Acceleration Project brief.  

##### 

The California Acceleration Project was founded in 2010 by two community college faculty members who wanted to 

address the number of students dropping out of remedial English and math sequences. CAP is supported by grants from 

the California Education Policy Fund and the James Irvine Foundation. Past support has come from the California 

Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office through the 3CSN professional development network, the Walter S. Johnson 

Foundation, Learning Works, and the Community College Research Center. | cap.3csn.org 

The Foundation for California Community Colleges is the official nonprofit foundation to the California 

Community Colleges Board of Governors and Chancellor's Office. The Foundation's mission is to benefit, support, and 

enhance the missions of the California Community Colleges system, the largest higher education system in the nation. 

Incorporated in 1998, the Foundation works with community colleges and partner organizations to manage donations, 

grants, programs, and services that drive excellence in education. Since inception, the Foundation has provided over 

$250 million in direct grants, support, and cost savings to California Community Colleges. The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 

tax-exempt nonprofit corporation and receives no direct state or public support. |www.foundationccc.org 

The James Irvine Foundation is a private, nonprofit grantmaking foundation dedicated to expanding opportunity for 

the people of California to participate in a vibrant, successful, and inclusive society. The Foundation’s grantmaking 

focuses on expanding economic and political opportunity for families and young adults who are working but struggling 

with poverty. Since 1937, the Foundation has provided over $1.5 billion in grants to more than 3,600 nonprofit 

organizations throughout California. With about $2 billion in assets, the Foundation made grants of $74 million in 2015 

for the people of California. | www.irvine.org  
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