
the
F I S C A L  Y E A R
I N  R E V I E W
2015-2016

the
F I S C A L  Y E A R
I N  R E V I E W
2015-2016



t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  i n  r e v i e w

�� Letter from the President

�� By the Numbers

�� Year Highlights

�� Leadership



a  l e t t e r  f r o m  t h e
p r e s i d e n t  &  c h i e f 
e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r



This past year marks the second year of implementation of the Foundation’s 
2020 Strategic Plan designed to continue momentum toward providing 
innovative and impactful programs and resources that benefit, support, and 
enhance the missions of the California Community Colleges.

The following five goals identified in the 2015-2020 Strategic Plan are designed 
to focus efforts on the ways our programs and services support students, 
colleges, college foundations, and the system:

Goal 1: Students
Expand student access, success, and educational and career outcomes through the 
promotion of student-centered resources and tools.

Goal 2: Community Colleges
Strengthen Community Colleges by providing access to shared resources, simplified 
processes, and innovative, scalable, and sustainable programs, services, and solutions.

Goal 3: Community College Foundations
Promote collaboration among, and bolster the capacity of, Community College-
based foundations to support local fundraising efforts.

Goal 4: The California Community College System
Further the missions and goals of the California Community Colleges and the 
statewide Chancellor’s Office by expanding and diversifying resources.

Goal 5: Foundation Infrastructure
Foster a culture of excellence, integrity, shared leadership, and shared success to 
provide high-quality infrastructure, elevate the organizational profile, and exceed 
constituent expectations.

During fiscal year 2016, the Foundation is proud to report that we significantly 
increased overall year-over-year impact and exceeded virtually all annual plan 
metrics. Foundation programs and services are increasingly strategically aligned 
with the needs and priorities of the California Community College system, 
relationships with key constituents and partners continue to grow stronger, and 
new opportunities are being pursued, ensuring the balance of mission impact 
and sustainability.

President and Chief Executive Officer



In the 2016 fiscal year, the Foundation provided direct grants, support, 

and cost savings to the Community Colleges and Chancellor’s Office 

to support students, colleges, college foundations, and the California 

Community College system.

by the numbers
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$29.4 MILL ION

20% GROWTH

$4 MILL ION

85+ CENTS

$2.5 MILL ION

in support of programs 
and services  benefiting the 
california community colleges

of collegebuys purchasing program 
offerings—saving students,  faculty, 
and staff over $20 million 

of every dollar goes 
directly to program 
and service delivery

in net reserves  supporting 
the fiscal health of 
the organization

in student scholarships  distributed 
through the california community 
colleges scholarship endowment
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Fee-for-Service
Contracts

$3.72M
Federal Grants

$0.04M

State Grants

$8.46M

Philanthropic Grants

$8.08M

t o t a l  o p e r a t i n g  r e v e n u e
b y  a r e a s  o f  i m p a c t

s o u r c e s  o f  s u p p o r t
f o r  n e w  a w a r d s

Environment

$6.23M

System Support
and Services

$3.97M

CollegeBuys

$3.96M

Equity

$2.58M

Workforce Development

$8.17M

Student Success

$4.53M
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year highlights
s t u d e n t  s u c c e s s

Furthered collaborative efforts to support Student Success 
in the California Community College system.

This year, the Success Center for California Community Colleges continued to 
expand its partnership with the Chancellor’s Office Institutional Effectiveness 
Partnership Initiative, taking a lead role on statewide professional development 
through the Professional Learning Network. We were also proud to support 
the launch of Wheelhouse: The Center for Community College Leadership 
and Research, a program developed by the UC Davis School of Education to 
support and cultivate current and future community college leaders through 
professional development and research. 

Increased student awareness of education planning and assessment.

Through a partnership with the California Community Colleges Technology 
Center at Butte College, the Foundation developed and implemented an 
outreach campaign to increase student awareness (and measure improvement) 
of education planning and assessment in support of the system’s Education 
Planning Initiative and Common Assessment Initiative. This work built upon 
our Step:Forward statewide student awareness campaign on priority enrollment, 
launched in 2014, to explain new rules regarding “priority registration.”

Supported the growth of CaliforniaColleges.edu 
college planning tools.

The California College Guidance Initiative (CCGI), one of the Foundation’s 
fiscally sponsored programs, combines technology-based college planning tools 
with a data infrastructure that supports sharing of academic data between K-12 
districts and higher education partners to inform student admission, placement, 
guidance, and educational planning. CCGI received significant new state and 
philanthropic funding to support development and expansion. 
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w o r k f o r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t

e q u i t y

Expanded workforce development partnerships.

Through expanded partnerships with regional and statewide intermediaries, 
we have continued to build upon our suite of work-based learning services. 
New partnerships in this area include agreements with the California 
Workforce Investment Board and Employment Development Department for 
implementation of the State Working Group’s strategic plan.

Launched Here to Career, an early career and 
educational pathway mobile application.

The Foundation and Young Invincibles launched a mobile application designed 
to connect lower income Latino families in the Inland Empire region with 
educational opportunities that match their interests and will result in high-
paying jobs to support themselves, their immediate families, and in many cases, 
their extended family. The Foundation is partnering with the Chancellor’s Office 
to expand the application to serve the entire state in 2017.

Secured support for student equity programs 
in the California Community Colleges.

The Foundation continued its support of student mental health through a 
contract with the California Mental Health Services Advisory, which extends 
our Student Mental Health program through October 2017. The Foundation 
also secured a contract with the California Department of Social Services to 
launch the Fresh Success program, which helps low-income Californians access 
an education and training program; seed funding for the program was provided 
by a number of philanthropic foundations.
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Focused on K-12 afterschool programs through a partnership 
with the California AfterSchool Network.

The California Afterschool Network (CAN) secured new philanthropic funding, 
as well as a contract with the California Department of Education for annual 
state funding. Established in 2006 at the University of California, Davis, through 
a grant from the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, CAN’s mission is to provide 
out-of-school time practitioners, advocates, and community members with the 
resources and tools necessary to build high quality out-of-school time programs 
in California, focusing on K-16 partnership, collaboration, and continuous 
learning pathways.

Welcomed California LAW as a new fiscally sponsored project.

The Foundation welcomed California LAW to our family of fiscally-sponsored 
projects. CA-LAW’s mission is to establish a pipeline of diverse students from 
high schools, community colleges, four-year institutions, and law schools 
into law or law-related careers so that the legal profession reflects the diverse 
population of the State of California. Selecting the Foundation as a fiscal 
sponsor allows CA-LAW to focus on opening doors to the state’s top law schools 
and legal careers for our students.

s y s t e m  s u p p o r t  a n d  s e r v i c e s

Increased collaborative purchasing opportunities 
available through CollegeBuys.

CollegeBuys partnered with the University of California and California State 
University systems in the California Higher Education Shared Services Initiative 
(CHESS), an intersegmental initiative related to shared services and collective 
procurement. The Foundation also launched  California Connects, a low-cost 
mobile internet service designed to help close the digital divide for Californians.



FOUNDATION for CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES | Year Highlights

Supported the work of the Network of 
California Community College Foundations.

The Foundation continued our long-standing partnership with the Network 
and, this year, was proud to also launch a new organizational website that raises 
the profile of the Network with its partners and constituents. This new website 
includes additional resources and best practices for operating a community 
college foundation in California.

Initiated technology enhancements to 
key software development projects.

FUSION, which serves as the primary tool for districts to manage building 
assessment, project prioritization, and capital planning data, is undergoing a 
redesign process to expand the system’s capabilities and ensure FUSION remains 
California Community Colleges’ daily source for analyzing and planning 
current and future facility needs. Technology enhancements are also currently 
in development for the Centralized Clinical Placement System technology tool 
(CCPS), which will result in a more functional, efficient, and responsive tool 
that helps nursing students secure clinical placements.    

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e

Launched new Foundation website and relocated into 
redesigned new space.

The Foundation launched the new Foundation website, focusing on aligning our 
work with system-wide priorities and initiatives. The Foundation also moved 
into a new space this year, redesigned to be an efficient, collaborative, branded 
work and meeting space for our employees, partners, and other constituents. 



The Foundation is led by a collaborative management team that 

embraces the concept of shared leadership and is committed to 

excellence and innovation.

A voluntary board of directors oversees the organization and 

meets publically four times a year. Foundation board members 

are nominated by the current board and ratified by the California 

Community Colleges Board of Governors. Two positions are held for 

members of the Board of Governors.

leadership
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Keetha Mills
President and Chief Executive Officer

Joseph Quintana
Chief Operating Officer

Bryan Miller
Vice President of 

Communications and Technology

Melissa Conner
Chief Advancement Officer

Cathy Galbraith
Executive Director of 

Administrative Services

John O'Sullivan
Vice President of Accounting

Andrea Meyer
General Counsel and 
Corporate Secretary

e x e c u t i v e  t e a m
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Lance Izumi is a Koret Senior Fellow and Senior Director of Education 
Studies at the Pacific Research Institute for Public Policy and serves 
on the Executive Committee of the Army’s Log Angeles Grassroots 
Board. Izumi served as a member of the California Community 
Colleges Board of Governors from 2004 to 2015, including two terms 
as president from 2008 to 2009. 

Lance Izumi | Chair of the Board

Manuel Baca | Vice Chair of the Board

James Sargen | Secretary/Treasurer

b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s

Manuel Baca is a political science professor at Rio Hondo College 
and former member of the Board of Governors from 2009 to 2015, 
including two terms as president from 2013-2014. His professional 
experience includes holding a number of faculty and administrative 
positions within the CSU and California Community College systems.

James Sargen is founder and board chair of TriActive America and has 
been on the Foundation board since 2002. Sargen’s other contributions 
to higher education include previously serving as a member of the 
Board of Directors at the Cuesta Community College Foundation and 
the President’s Cabinet at California Polytechnic State University.

Alice Perez
Alice Perez is the External Affairs Manager at AT&T, and is a former 
President / CEO of the California Hispanic Chambers of Commerce. 
Perez serves on the board of numerous educational organizations, 
business associations, and governmental advisory bodies, including 
the California Community Colleges Board of Governors from 2007 
to 2012.

Isabel Barreras
Isabel Barreras is the former member of the Board of Trustees for the 
State Center Community College District and currently works for 
Madera Unified School District. In 2013, Barreras was inducted into 
the Arte Americas Muro De Honor, acknowledging her dedicated 
support and personal contributions to Latino arts and culture.



Arnoldo Avalos is the founder and CEO of the Avalos Foundation. 
He previously served as head of compensation and the global 
compensation manager at Facebook from 2008 to 2013 and senior 
global compensation manager for Google from 2006 to 2008. Arnoldo 
has served on the California Community College Board of Governors 
since 2014.

Arnoldo Avalos

George Acero
George Acero is a partner in Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani LLP and 
has represented the Regents of the University of California in litigation 
for 12 years. He has practiced law since 2003, and currently serves as 
the President of the Cruz Reynoso Bar Association, a Hispanic-based 
professional organization for attorneys.

Jennifer Perry

Kathy Williams

Jennifer Perry has been Executive Director at the Children's Action 
Network since 1990. Other positions have included Director of Public 
Affairs at Act III Communications, Director of Special Projects in 
the Office of Senator Alan Cranston, and Staff Assistant in the Office 
of Congressman Mickey Leland. Perry has served on the California 
Community Colleges Board of Governors since 2015.

Kathy Williams brings three decades of experience in sales management 
at firms including Oracle, Citrix, and Ellucian. During her career 
supporting higher education, Williams developed extensive knowledge 
of business management, program development, technology, and 
corporate philanthropy.
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l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e 
f o u n d a t i o n  b o a r d

foundationccc.org/board



1102 Q Street, Suite 4800
Sacramento, California 95811

Toll-Free Telephone: 866.325.3222
Facsimile: 916.325.0844

www.foundationccc.org

 FOUNDATION FOR CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES
BENEFITING, SUPPORTING, AND ENHANCING

THE CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES


