


The California Community Colleges 
can’t achieve our bold and ambitious 
Vision for Success and serve the future 
of our state without the support 
provided through the Foundation. 
I’m proud that the largest system of 
higher education continues to grow 
innovative collaborations through 
public and private partnerships.

ELOY ORTIZ OAKLEY
Chancellor, 
California Community Colleges







As we celebrate the 20th anniversary 
of our organization, we remain focused 
on expanding partnerships to increase 
opportunity and improve outcomes 
for all Californians through the 
California Community Colleges. 
I am honored to work alongside 
talented teams of professionals to offer 
a wide-reaching portfolio of programs 
and services that work to increase 
systemwide resources, and directly 
respond to the needs of students, 
colleges, and the system as a whole.

KEETHA MILLS
President and Chief Executive Officer,
Foundation for California Community Colleges



In the 2018 fiscal year, the Foundation provided direct grants, support, 

and cost savings to the Community Colleges and Chancellor’s Office 

to support students, colleges, college foundations, and the California 

Community College system.

by the numbers

$3.7M
in wages earned by students 

and youth through work-based 
learning experiences

105,000
students connected 

with work-based
learning experiences

85%$41.1M
in support of programs 

and services  benefiting the 
california community colleges

of every dollar goes 
directly to program 
and service delivery

$33.9M
in savings to students, 

faculty,  staff,  and colleges 
through collegebuys

$3.5M
in student scholarships 
distributed through the 

california community colleges 
scholarship endowment

40%
growth since fy2016 through 

new and expanded 
programs and services

199
resource generating grants 

and contracts from 
philanthropic,  corporate, 
state,  and federal sources



t o t a l  a n n u a l  s u p p o r t  b y  a r e a s  o f  i m p a c t

e n d o w m e n t  m a n a g e m e n t

CollegeBuys

$3.7M
Equity

$3.9M

System Support
and Services

$4.3M

Community Impact

$7.2M

Student Success

$11.1M

Workforce Development

$10.8M

Nursing Education
Investment Fund

California Community Colleges
Real Estate Education Endowment

$13.7M
$3.9M

California Community Colleges
Scholarship Endowment

$77.1M

The Foundation secures and manages endowments in perpetuity for student 
scholarships, nursing education, and real estate education.

The Foundation raised over $41 million in support across five areas of impact. 

As of June 30, 2018



year highlights
One year ago, Chancellor Eloy Ortiz Oakley released the Vision for Success: 
Strengthening the California Community Colleges to Meet California’s Needs. This 
groundbreaking strategic vision was developed with funding from the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation, College Futures Foundation, and The James Irvine Foundation. 
Through the Vision for Success, the California Community Colleges established six 
system-level performance goals that reflect California’s highest priorities: improve 
completion rates, increase transfer to the University of California and California 
State University systems, decrease the number of excess units a student takes to 
get an associate’s degree, increase job placement for career technical education 
students, eliminate equity gaps among traditionally underrepresented students, 
and eliminate regional equity gaps.

To achieve these ambitious goals, the Vision for Success outlines seven core 
commitments to carry the system forward on a unified path. These interconnected 
commitments capture a new, proactive, student-centered mindset that is guiding 
the system’s work moving forward. The commitments are:

• Focus relentlessly on students’ end goals.

• Always design and decide with the student in mind.

• Pair high expectations with high support.

• Foster the use of data, inquiry, and evidence.

• Take ownership of goals and performance.

• Enable action and thoughtful innovation.

• Lead the work of partnering across systems.

The California Community College (CCC) system is already making great 
progress toward achieving the Vision for Success goals through reforms supported 
by the legislature and the governor. The fiscal year 2018-2019 State of California 
budget includes a new Online College for working learners, a new funding formula 
that will incentivize colleges to work toward achievement of the Vision’s goals, 
and an expansion of the California College Promise program. This year’s budget 
builds on last year’s substantial new supports. Last year, following the lead of 
philanthropic investments, the legislature provided State funding to expand 
the Guided Pathways framework to implement an integrated, institution-wide 
approach to student success to all California Community Colleges, and passed 
a major reform to improve student assessment and developmental education 
placement processes.
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It is a decisive moment for effecting reform, and the Foundation is proud to 
be working hand-in-hand with the Chancellor’s Office and the entire system 
of Community Colleges throughout the state to achieve this shared vision. The 
last year has been one of tremendous growth and impact as we have forged new 
partnerships, increased resources, and advanced innovations to support the work 
of the system. 

Our work spans student success, workforce development, equity, community 
impact, and system support. The following is an overview of the accomplishments 
that we celebrate this year. 

s t u d e n t  s u c c e s s

The Foundation secured over $11 million to advance statewide student success 
initiatives designed to accelerate student completion and transfer rates. 

• Coordinated the second year of the California Guided Pathways 
Demonstration Project, support for 20 colleges to implement an 
integrated, institution-wide approach to student success 

• Through the Success Center, helped the Chancellor’s Office administer 
the Chancellor’s Higher Education Innovation Awards, which provided 
$20 million to 11 California community colleges and districts to help 
scale proven programs that bolster student success

• Built capacity to support the implementation of the Vision for Success by 
conducting policy and research analysis within the Success Center 

• Began the Credit for Prior Learning project to develop systemwide 
infrastructure to help more students receive credit for skills they 
already possess

• Began enhancements to the Vision Resource Center, the next evolution 
of the Professional Learning Network, to establish a resource for 
colleges to access materials, communities, and training to implement 
system reform

• The California AfterSchool Network began a project to digitize a 
quality assessment process to help California’s afterschool programs 
continuously improve

• The California Acceleration Project advanced efforts to implement 
assessment and placement reforms designed to increase the number of 
students who complete transfer-level English and math



• California College Guidance Initiative launched College Next, an effort 
to increase college and career readiness across California’s Central Valley

• Piloted the AmeriCorps Student Ambassador Program with seven 
colleges and 38 students to train community college students to promote 
wellness and career exploration among their peers

• Developed a civic engagement student leadership program and 
held a Civic Engagement Summit to help build a network of leaders 
committed to increase voter participation, civic knowledge, and 
community volunteerism

• Launched the Student Journey to Success project to apply a behavioral 
science lens to California Community Colleges’ student-facing technology 
platforms, in alignment with the commitment in the Vision for Success to 

“always design with the student in mind” 

w o r k f o r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t

In the past year, the Foundation expanded programs and services to help develop 
a diverse, well-prepared workforce for the California economy through nearly $11 
million in support for workforce development initiatives.

• Supported planning, start-up activities, and initial design of the 
Online College, a new option for working adults to upskill for new 
career opportunities

• Brokered nearly 8,000 work-based learning experiences through 
LaunchPath, the Career Experience Suite, Career Catalyst, and the 
California Apprenticeship Initiative programs

• Created a Work-Based Learning Planning and Tools Pilot to support 
32 colleges to use Foundation tools and services in the Career Experience 
Suite and ultimately increase work-based learning experiences for students

• Expanded partnerships with consortiums of educators and employers 
in California and across the nation to serve Sacramento, San Diego, 
Sonoma County, West Sacramento, Portland, and Seattle

• Partnered with Badgr to allow students and youth participating in 
Foundation work-based learning management platforms to share the 
digital badges they earn through LinkedIn

• Placed over 97,000 nursing students in clinical work-based learning 
experiences through the Centralized Clinical Placement System (CCPS)
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• Launched an enhanced version of CCPS, used by consortiums of schools 
and hospitals in Los Angeles, Bakersfield, North Texas, South Carolina, 
Florida, and Hawaii

• Trained 34 students to be smog check technicians, half of whom went 
on earn their technician license, through the Smog Check Technician 
Training program

e q u i t y

Equity programs deliver specialized support to reduce barriers for students from 
historically underrepresented groups or those with additional needs. This year, 
the Foundation secured nearly $4 million for a portfolio of programs improving 
mental health and wellness, and providing supports for veterans, foster youth, 
and immigrants. 

• Served over 15,000 Community College faculty, staff, and students with 
access to Kognito online suicide prevention trainings

• Promoted the Crisis Text Line, a free, 24/7 text-based, confidential 
assistance service, to California Community College students resulting in 
nearly 5,000 conversations

• Provided a total of $405,000 to 18 colleges to supplement independent 
living skills and advocacy services for nearly 2,000 foster youth students

• Expanded the Fresh Success employment and training program 
for CalFresh recipients to Southwestern College and prepared to serve 
students at Foothill-De Anza and Contra Costa community college 
districts in 2019

• UCLA and UC Berkeley joined a total of eight law schools participating 
in California LAW, a program designed to build a diversity pipeline 
into the legal profession 

• Launched a new effort to help the California Community Colleges better 
serve Dreamers and respond to changes in the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program

• Helped organize the inaugural Basic Needs Summit and the seventh 
Veterans Summit which provided professional development to college 
staff to better serve students in need
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c o m m u n i t y  i m p a c t 

With a presence in nearly every community throughout California, community 
colleges are poised to serve as a nexus for projects that empower communities 
and improve the environment. This year, Foundation programs in transportation, 
energy, and the environment grew services that reach disadvantaged communities, 
totaling over $7 million of support.

• Connected 90,000 Californians with funding opportunities through 
California Climate Investments 

• Brought together community organizers and environmental justice 
advocates at the California Climate Investments Leadership Summit

• Provided hotline support and consumer outreach services for diesel 
regulations on behalf of the California Air Resources Board

• Began research to develop outreach strategies for the California Road 
Charge Pilot Program on behalf of CalTrans

s y s t e m  s u p p o r t  a n d  s e r v i c e s 

Supporting our colleges through innovative programs and services, including 
the collaborative purchasing program CollegeBuys, is an integral part of the 
value the Foundation provides for the California Community College system. 
To provide resources and tools in this fiscal year, the Foundation secured $8 million 
in support for CollegeBuys and other programs.

• Helped colleges, students, faculty, and staff collectively save $33.9 million 
through CollegeBuys

• Served over 10,500 students, faculty, and staff through CollegeBuys
• Distributed $3.5 million in student scholarships through the California 

Community Colleges Scholarship Endowment 
• Raised and distributed funds to support students and staff impacted by 

California wildfires
• Launched the California Community Colleges Corporate Roundtable 

with 20 partners and continued to host the California Community 
Colleges Purchasing Conference with over half of the statewide college 
districts in attendance

• Collaborated with CSU and UC to further streamline procurement 
through the California Higher Education Shared Services initiative
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• Completed modernization of FUSION, a web-based database of over 
80 million square feet of California Community College facilities

• Launched a California Community Colleges brand alignment project 
to improve consistency and instill trust in systemwide communications 
and tools

• Supported the Network of California Community College Foundations, 
including collaborating in their strategic planning process to provide 
alignment with the Vision for Success

• Opened the Collaboration Hub, a flexible meeting and workspace to 
support collaboration within the system

The Foundation is proud to be celebrating 20 years of supporting innovation 
and excellence in higher education. Over the next decade, community colleges 
will provide pathways to opportunity for millions of Californians. As the trusted 
partner of the California Community Colleges, the Foundation has committed to 
doubling our impact by 2028 to help achieve the system’s bold Vision for Success.

As we look forward to beginning our third decade of service, we remain relentlessly 
optimistic and focused on expanding opportunity through education in a large and 
diverse state, working together with our partners to benefit, support, and enhance 
the California Community Colleges. 
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funders and partners
Philanthropic Partners
Foundations that awarded grants exceeding 
$100,000 or more are listed below.

College Futures Foundation
ECMC Foundation
The James Irvine Foundation
The Kresge Foundation
Linked Learning Alliance
Lumina Foundation
McClatchy Foundation
The Rosalinde and Arthur 
Gilbert Foundation
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
The Sacramento Metro 
Chamber Foundation
SAP Charitable Fund
The Stupski Foundation

Walmart Foundation

Public Agencies
California Air Resources Board
California Bureau of 
Automotive Repair
California Community 
Colleges Chancellor's Office 
California Department 
of Rehabilitation
California Department 
of Social Services
California Department 
of Technology
California Workforce 
Development Board

CaliforniaVolunteers
CalRecycle
Caltrans
City of Glendale Verdugo 
Consortium
City of Sacramento
County of Santa Barbara
Madera County Workforce 
Development Board
Mother Lode Job Training
San Bernardino County
South Coast Air Quality 
Management District
United States Department of 
Agriculture Forest Service
Workforce Development 
Board of Madera County

Schools and Districts
The Foundation works closely with 
all 115 California Community 
Colleges, 73 districts and affiliated 
foundations, and also partners 
with nearly 50 school districts and 
post-secondary institutions.

Additional Support
The Foundation wishes to thank 
the many organizations and 
individuals who supported the 
California Community Colleges 
Wildfire Relief Fund or who made 
a gift to general operating support 
towards meeting the greatest need.
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ACCUPLACER
Adobe
Aerojet Rocketdyne
Agati
Alcatel-Lucent 
Enterprise
Aramark
AT&T
Atomic Jolt
Aurora Storage 
Products
Bentley Mills, Inc. 
Bio-Rad
CampusLogic
Communications 
Consulting 
Group, LLC.
CDW Government, 
LLC.
CED/All-Phase 
Electric Supply
Communications 
Consulting Group
Community 
Playthings
Concentric Sky
ConexED
curriQunet
Dimension Data
DIRTT
Dottie's Sweet 
Delights
Dropbox
EduNav
eLumen
Esri

Exemplis
FedBid
Fisher Scientific
GonLED
GradGuru
Haworth
Humanscale
iContracts
Interface
iParq
IQMS, Inc.
Iron Mountain
Irwin Seating 
Company
Keenan & Associates
KI
Kimball Office Inc.
Konica Minolta
KYA Services, LLC.
Laerdal Medical 
Corporation
Landscape Forms
Lenovo
Link-Systems 
International, Inc.
Microsoft
MSC Industrial 
Direct Co., Inc.
NameCoach
National Center 
for Inquiry and 
Improvement
Nelnet
NEOGOV
NetXperts
Notebowl

Office Depot
PacWest Air Filter
Parker Lighting
PepsiCo
Pacific Gas & 
Electric Company
PlanetBids
Platinum Visual 
Systems
Portfolium
Presidio
Primex
Proctorio
Regroup
Ricoh
Runyon Saltzman, Inc.
San Diego Gas & 
Electric Company
SAP Concur
Shaw Industries
SHI
SmarterServices
Staples
Steelcase
TechSmith
Turnitin
UndergroundGIS
UPS
Viridis
WAXIE Sanitary 
Supply
WESCO 
Distribution, Inc.
The Worden Company

Xerox

Corporate Partners



The Foundation is led by a collaborative Board of Directors and 

executive team dedicated to advancing the missions of the California 

Community Colleges. The board includes leaders from education, 

philanthropy, advocacy, and business who provide strategic guidance 

and fiduciary oversight.

leadership
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Keetha Mills
President and Chief Executive Officer

Joseph Quintana
Chief Operating Officer

Julian Roberts
Chief Financial Officer

Bryan Miller
Vice President of 

Communications and Technology

Bill McElyea
Vice President of 

Human Resources and Operations

Melissa Conner
Chief Advancement Officer

Andrea Meyer
General Counsel and 
Corporate Secretary

e x e c u t i v e  t e a m

FOUNDATION for CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES | Leadership



Arnoldo Avalos is the founder and CEO of the Avalos Foundation. 
He previously served as Head of Compensation and the Global 
Compensation Manager at Facebook from 2008 to 2013 and Senior 
Global Compensation Manager for Google from 2006 to 2008. 
Arnoldo has served on the California Community College Board of 
Governors since 2014.

Arnoldo Avalos

George Acero | Secretary/Treasurer

George Acero is the owner of Acero Law, has significant experience in 
post-secondary education in California, and has represented the Regents 
of the University of California for 12 years. Acero has professional 
affiliations with the State Bar of California Labor & Employment Law 
Section, the Sacramento County Bar Association, and currently serves 
as the President of the Cruz Reynoso Bar Association.

b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s

Manuel Baca | Chair of the Board

Dr. Manuel Baca is a Political Science Professor at Rio Hondo College 
and former member of the Board of Governors from 2009 to 2015, 
including two terms as President from 2013-2014. His professional 
experience includes holding a number of faculty and administrative 
positions within the CSU and California Community College systems.

Kathy Williams | Vice Chair of the Board

Kathy Williams brings three decades of experience in sales management 
at firms including Oracle, Citrix, and Ellucian. During her career 
supporting higher education, Williams developed extensive knowledge 
of business management, program development, technology, and 
corporate philanthropy.

Frank Gornick
Dr. Frank Gornick brings over 40 years of community college executive 
experience, including 16 years as Chancellor for West Hills Community 
College District. Gornick oversaw the planning and construction of 
the West Hills College Lemoore campus and the transition of the 
district into a multi-college system. Gornick is a proud product of the 
community colleges.
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Lance Izumi is a Koret Senior Fellow and Senior Director of Education 
Studies at the Pacific Research Institute for Public Policy and serves on 
the Executive Committee of the Army’s Los Angeles Grassroots Board. 
Izumi served as a member of the California Community Colleges Board 
of Governors from 2004 to 2015, including two terms as President 
from 2008 to 2009. 

Lance Izumi

Patrick Mulvaney is the Head Chef of Mulvaney’s B&L, a farm-to-
table restaurant in Sacramento that focuses on local, fresh, and organic 
ingredients. Mulvaney serves the boards of many regional charitable 
organizations and is passionate about expanding training opportunities 
and sustainability in the culinary industry.

Patrick Mulvaney

Geneve Villacres
Geneve Villacres is the Deputy Director of Communications at 
the Democratic Office of Communications and Outreach under 
the Speaker of the California Assembly. Previously, she served as 
Community Relations Manager at PG&E, where she created a 
workforce development strategy focused on local and diverse hiring, 
and managed the company’s education charitable investments. 

Jennifer Perry
Jennifer Perry has been Executive Director at the Children's Action 
Network since 1990. Other positions have included Director of Public 
Affairs at Act III Communications, Director of Special Projects in 
the Office of Senator Alan Cranston, and Staff Assistant in the Office 
of Congressman Mickey Leland. Perry has served on the California 
Community Colleges Board of Governors since 2015.
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Ferial Govashiri
Ferial Govashiri is the current Chief of Staff to the Chief Content 
Officer at Netflix and is the former Personal Aide to the President of 
the United States under Barack Obama. Govashiri has over ten years 
of political campaign and government experience and brings strategic 
planning and technology experience to the Foundation board. 




