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Scholarships supporting California Community 
College students every year in perpetuity
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This award is more than just money 
for me. This is recognition and 
reassurance that I am good enough to 
conquer my past experiences and build 
something for myself. Your award 
genuinely makes me feel like I have 
people invested in me and my success 
in life; and that’s a tremendous source 
of confidence for me. Thank you so 
much for this award.”  — Spencer W.
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In this year of uncertainty due to the COVID-19 pandemic and related campus closures, 
we are extraordinarily grateful to The Bernard Osher Foundation for encouraging the full 
distribution of scholarships even when faced with the fluctuations of the stock market 
that could have adversely affected the endowment balance. This speaks to The Bernard 
Osher Foundation’s enduring commitment to support students pursuing a better life for 
themselves and their family. This enduring support was a beacon of hope for students 
facing lost wages and increased worry.”

— Keetha Mills  
President and Chief Executive Officer  

Foundation for California Community Colleges

“



Program Updates
A Historic Year

In March, 2020, more than halfway through the 2019-20 
California Community Colleges Scholarship Endowment 
(CCCSE) scholarship cycle, the onset of the COVID-19 
global pandemic created unprecedented challenges for our 
students and those working at our California Community 
Colleges. As the California community college system 
transitioned to online learning, the Foundation for 
California Community Colleges and college staff and 
faculty worked hand in hand to support students who 
were facing the adverse financial impacts of COVID-19 
and challenges that had the potential to jeopardize their 
ability to stay enrolled and complete their education. In 
this historic year, colleges reported issuing a record number 
of Osher scholarships. Thank you for putting our students 
at the center of your efforts.

About
The goal of the CCCSE and CCCSE Osher Scholarships is 
to support student success and opportunity by distributing 
scholarships from a permanent fund every year. The 
CCCSE and corresponding three-year fundraising 
campaign were made possible thanks to the generosity 
of The Bernard Osher Foundation (Osher Foundation). 
In May 2008, the Osher Foundation made a historic 
pledge to the California Community Colleges, giving an 
unprecedented lead gift of $25 million to establish the 
endowment, and committing additional match dollars for 
amounts raised by the system. Over the course of three 
years, a permanent scholarship fund totaling approximately 
$70 million was established to support students who 
struggle to afford the ever-rising cost of an education.

To maximize returns, all funds contributed to the CCCSE 
are invested in a pooled investment fund held by the 
Foundation for California Community Colleges.

Contact
If you have questions or new or updated contact 
information for CCCSE Osher Scholarships, contact:  
endowment@foundationccc.org.

www.foundationccc.org/cccsehub

Enrolling into college for the first time at 
the age of 40 with a newborn child and 
a full-time job has been a daunting task. 
But with the support of everyone who 
has encouraged and helped me in my 
journey, it has become an achievable goal. 
This financial support is just another push 
towards a brighter future. There are times 
when I ask myself if this is all worth it. 
Then unexpected surprises arrive to help 
put my mind at ease. I know it will only 
get harder, but with support from those 
who understand the importance of a higher 
education such as your foundation, I am 
ready to take on the task. On behalf of all 
of those you have helped in the past and 
will continue to support in the future I 
thank you.”  

— Anselmo Y.
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